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Want to extend the life of your old laptop?
Want to recover your digital security and privacy?

Discontent with Windows is rapidly increasing with their new policies that force you to have online accounts and cloud data storage with the AI over-watch of everything you do. 

I did it a few months ago replacing Windows 11 with Linux and removing all Microsoft software from my laptop. It wasn’t particularly difficult, no more so than learning a new piece of software that does everything the old software did but with some different menus and new buttons in strange places. 

Main reasons for changing from Windows to Linux

1. Cost – Windows is moving to a rental model ramping up the cost of their software. Linux and the open source software packages that run on it are free to use. 

2. Privacy – Windows can leverage their software to track your needs and your interests then target you with products like Copilot AI and advertising. 

3. Waste – Your old laptop that Windows says is too old to run the latest Windows 11 will function perfectly on Linux and likely will be much faster.  

So what can you do if you are not a real computer nerd and don’t know how to install let alone use Linux?

You could blow the dust off that old laptop that Windows tells you is scrap and install Linux as a trial. Get familiar with the look and feel of it.  Try doing all the things you usually do, but do them in Linux. Don’t blow up your present Windows laptop, not until you are confident to make the switch permanently. 

Which version of Linux should you install?  There are many flavours of Linux, most of them operate on the same internal engine, called the kernel, it’s only the graphical wrapper that changes. You probably want one that has the closest look and feel to the Windows Graphical User Interface – the GUI.  I chose Linux Mint and although it isn’t Windows it’s close enough that I know how to use it or at least where to start.

You can download a copy from the official Linux Mint website and burn the ISO onto a memory stick.  If that’s a bit too tricky for you just bring us your old laptop and we’ll install it for you at the Repair Cafe. Or you could bring us a memory stick and we’ll burn the ISO for you – it needs at least 4Gb.

You may run into some problems getting it to boot from USB.  It may need those settings adjusting in the BIOS first.  If all that is meaningless bring us your laptop and we’ll install it for you – but recover your data first. Linux will do a clean install and wipe all of your data.

Linux Mint comes pre-installed with Libre Office which will fully replace Microsoft Office.  The only trick you need to remember is to save all your files as .docx or .xlsx so that you can share files with other unenlightened individuals still using Microsoft. It also comes with Thunderbird Mail to replace Outlook and Firefox web browser to replace Edge or Chrome.  We will do a separate guide to help you set up those free to use s/w packages the first time.

Take back control of your data!

Martin Hayden
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